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SBPS Newsletter 
SAINT BRIGID’S PRIMARY SCHOOL MAY 2019

Spelling Bee 
Emily Shanahan 
Spelling Bee county 
runner up 

Maths Trails 

World Book Day 

Shoe box appeal

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
It is very satisfying indeed to reflect on another great year at St. Brigid’s 
Primary School. This year saw the successful introduction of the ‘Aladdin 

App.’ for parents, a most professional school musical ‘Robin and his 
Sherwood Hoodies’, the first performance of the adult SBPS School and 

Community Choir and a Mindfulness week for students and staff.  

Our sincere thanks for the great support of everyone who helps to make 
our school special. It is fitting that we acknowledge the very real support 

of our Patron, Bishop Denis Nulty, the Board of Management, parents and 
Parents Association, staff and pupils all working together. Great work has 
also been done by staff and parents in reviewing and updating so many 
policies to ensure that we are constantly both reviewing and addressing 

the needs of our school and our pupils. 

Finally, with over 40 years of dedicated and generous teaching service, we 
wish a long and happy retirement to Mr. Pat O Hara when he retires on 1st 

September 2019. 

Le buíochas 
Donal Fleming 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

3rd 
Class’s 
visit to 
New 
grange 
and 
Emo 
Park.

Erasmus 
Our project involves 6 partner 
schools who work together on a 
topic over a 2 year period. Our 
aim is to teach the children in our 
school more about their own 
culture while also teaching them 
about the culture of the partner 

schools in Bulgaria, Italy, France, Portugal and 
Cyprus.  

Teachers from all five partner countries visited us 
in October and met the classes involved. They sang 
songs and chatted lots about the similarities and 
differences between our schools.  

Three teachers and SNAs from our school visited 
our partner school in France to learn more about 
literacy and in May we will send two teachers to 
the Bulgarian school to do training for teaching 
History and Culture using museums.  

Year 2 will have lots more tasks and fun for the 
classes involved! 

Please check out the school website for more 
updates and photos from the project! 

Classes had the opportunity to make Saint Brigid 
crosses using rushes. They also learned how to make 
shapes by weaving willow.



SPORT 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Athletics in Hawkfield! 
35 of our athletes competed 
in the annual cross-country 
competition on 11th of April 
in Hawkfield. Children from 
3rd – 6th trained throughout 
February, March and April to 
ensure that they were ready 
for the 1500m race. Both the 
boy’s and girl’s races were 
extremely competitive with 
over 150 athletes taking part in each race. All of 
our athletes put in a 
massive effort and 
finished in good 
positions throughout 
the field. The 
children must be 
commended for 
their excellent 
behaviour on the 
day and it was great to see so many parents travel 
to the event too. 

Hurling 
The boys have achieved so much already this year and we haven’t 
played our u13 games yet! At the beginning of the year our U11 

team were defeated narrowly by Crookstown who eventually won 
the Division. In March, our Mini 7’s won their group and qualified for 

the finals. We came up against Gaelscoil Maigh Nuad, Maynooth B.N.S. and Kill N.S. where the boys 
put in a brilliant display of hurling. We even got to see the Christy Ring Trophy and meet Kildare 

hurling captain Martin Fitzgerald. Now we are turning our attention to the U13 competition. We have 
games vs Crookestown, Ballymany and Monasterevin coming up 

after Easter that everyone is looking forward to. There will also 
be a ground hurling blitz for 1st and 2nd class in June. Hurling 
training takes place every Thursday after school from 2:40 – 

3:45. The boys have also been working hard on improving their 
skills every day at lunch time in the De La Salle building. Well 

done to everyone for their effort in all the Hurling sessions 
throughout this year. Brigid’s Abú!!

Camogie 
 The camogie team 
have had a wonderful 
year this year. We 
reached the U11 and 
mini 7’s finals and we 
hope to reach the U13 
final in a few weeks. 
The girls are extremely dedicated and train very 
hard every Monday. They have made lots of new 
friends and they always have great fun! 

Girls Gaelic Football  
The girls u13 team has been training hard in the 

cold, wind and rain for the past few months in 
preparation for our Cumann na mBunscol 

competition. The girls had a tough start to their 
league with a narrow defeat to Scoil Mhicil Naofa. 
The girls managed to turn it around for the next 

game in gaining a comfortable win against 
Ballymany. With three games left in our league, 

hopefully our winning ways continue. Leading the 
charge to victory will be our three 6th class girls , 
Holly McCann, Isabelle Mc Bride and Shannon 

Barcoe. These girls have shown fantastic 
leadership both on and off the field. 
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Easter 
Egg 

Hunts 
and 

Easter 
Art

Ms D. Burke’s Second Class have been involved in 
a craft education project.  

Below are fragrant candles they made for 
Mother’s Day and candles 

they made out of sheet wax! 

Third Class designed 
kites and Senior 
infants went to the 
airport in Aistear!

The lead up to the Easter 
holidays was an 'eggciting' one 

for senior infants. They had 
been busy 
counting 
down the 
days for 

duck eggs 
to hatch. 

The eggs had been in an 
incubator for 28 days and 

the children had 
been waiting patiently for 
the ducklings to appear. 

Finally on the 8th of April the 
hatching began and over 3 days 10 ducklings 

hatched out.

iPad club  
iPad Club has been running all year round and 
we made some crazy inventions with Lego 
WeDo. We created security cameras, race cars, 
satellites and even cooling fans. We learned 
about the counties of Ireland and then tested 
our knowledge on Kahoot. We coded Micro-Bits 
to display our names. iMovie was a popular app 

where we created videos about our favourite 
hobbies and interests. We also used Lightbot where we overcame 
challenges to code the robot to turn a light on. Well done to everyone 
on their hard work and brilliant teamwork skills throughout the year. 
Keep an eye out next year for Sphero and Lego Moviemaker kits!!  
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  School Garden 

We are in the midst of designing our school garden in the hope of learning how we can be more 
sustainable and learn about different types of fruit and vegetables. This year a gardener from GIY visited 
and planted 2 apple trees with us. Junior and Senior Infants planted Mange Tout and Peas in their 
classrooms. 1st and 2nd planted potatoes and are looking forward to reap their rewards with a salad 
party in June. 

If you have green fingers and would like to get involved we would love 
some help from parents next year!  

Senior Infants enjoyed a talk 
from Patrick Hunt where they 

identified garden birds.

The whole school play day is a 
great opportunity to meet family and friends from other classes.

4th class enjoyed a visit to the 
National Stud during National 
Tree Week where they planted 
trees and learned the different 
species of trees..
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Wellness Week took place in our school on the week 
of February 11th – 15th.   

The promotion of our children’s mental wellbeing is 
a huge priority in our school and the aim of the week 
was to promote a positive, mindful atmosphere for 
students and teachers alike.  

Various activities took place during the week such as 
yoga, meditation, random acts of kindness and 
fitness fun. A special effort was made to promote 
positivity and self esteem, essential for the 
development of the children’s coping skills.  

A great week was had by all and we hope the positive 
mindful atmosphere will continue throughout the year  

“Be the rainbow in someone else’s cloud” 

We celebrated World Down Syndrome Day on March 21st 
by rocking our odd socks.

Fun 
Friends First Class took part in 

the Fun Friends 
programme for 10 
weeks. It involves 
group activities that 
teach resilience skills to 
children. We  practised 
communicating, 
problem solving and 
identifying negative 
thoughts and turning 
them into positive 
ones. 

We learned how to stop 
and breath. Tom is 
bubble breathing in 
this picture.

We have 
completed three 

Fun Run’s this year. We 
are grateful for the 

continued support of 
parents to keep us safe 

on the way.

Wellness WeekYoga Club  
Yoga Club takes place on Mondays. Our 
practice helps us to concentrate and 
develops 
confidence and self 
esteem. We learn a 
variety of poses 
and balances 
including sun 
salutations. We 
enjoy games and 
love to end the 
class by relaxing 
under our blankets.



ACHIEVEMENTS 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BT Young Scientist 
We had a great day and were congratulated on 

all aspects of the project. We even had an 
important visitor examining our project!! 

Challenge to Change 
5th class are involved in the Challenge to 
Change project and had a talk from Sorcha Ó 
Néill who is a climate change ambassador for 
SEAI.

In March 5th Class took part in Science Blast!

Primary Debating Shield Final 

The final of the debating competition took place on 29th March in Kildare County Chambers, Naas. 
Our school competed against St. David’s Primary School, Naas. The motion for the debate was ‘Irish 

Youth are Doing Their Fair Share to End Poverty and Hunger in the Developing World’. Our Team 
opposed the motion.  

The team on the day of the final comprised of Colleen O’Carroll (Captain), Caine Butler and Oisín 
Lee. In the lead-up to the final, the team spent many hours researching the topic and putting their 

speeches together. They received a great deal of help and support from their fellow team members 
Diarmaid McLoughlin, Sophie Hughes and Adam Birmingham. They were also greatly helped by 

Reece Doyle and Max Golubchyk, who were on the research team. It was a huge team effort. 
The team performed excellently on the day and were delighted when they were announced as 
winners. It was wonderful to see all of their hard work pay off. Sincere ‘Well Done’ to all pupils 

involved.  



COMMUNITY 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St. Brigid’s Primary School Community Choir 

St. Brigid’s Primary school is somewhere that everyone plays their part to create a really special 
atmosphere. Parents and community come together time and again to support the great work of 
staff and pupils. The Board of Management felt that it was time to give back to parents and so the 

idea of a parent and community choir was born. From seeds sown at the Christmas celebration 
and following twelve weeks of rehearsal since January some sixty songbirds have now delivered 
their first performance to a crowded hall and raised €1,100 for the Irish cancer Society. Under the 

vibrant direction of Lisa Nagle new friends have enjoyed a fabulous journey. Special thanks to 
Newbridge Gospel Choir for their welcome and support.  

The choir now rests for the summer and looks forward to welcoming many new members, 
growing and reaching new heights when it recommences in September. Rehearsals will be on 

Tuesday evenings so loosen those vocal cords and watch the newsletter for many more nights of 
fun ahead!! See you then!! 

The mounted unit from 
an Garda Síochana visited 
us. The children learned 
how the horses are 
trained and the important 
jobs they do. 

Everyone was thrilled to 
see such gentle giants in 

our midst.

Soccer 
On March 15th, four teams 
representing St. Brigid’s took part in  
the FAI schools 5 a-side competition 
in Kilcullen. Our teams braved the 
wind and rain as they faced into an 
intense day of matches. Facing off 
against Kildare's other large schools, 
our girls and boys produced  some 
fantastic displays of skill , effort and teamwork throughout the 
day. Our goal scoring was particularly on point that day, with 
some of our teams managing to rattle the net as many as six 
times in one game! Two of our teams were very unfortunate not 
to receive a spot in the final round, missing out only by a few 
points. The 32 boys and girls that attended this competition 
were fantastic representatives for the schools, both in their 
display of soccer prowess and in their show of sportsmanship 
throughout the competition.  



CEOIL
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4th Class Choir 
The Fourth class Choir have had a great year, first 
performing at the Tipperary Song for Peace Concert 
back in October. They then visited two of the local 
nursing homes around Christmas (Oghill and 
Lourdesville) and performed during the Christmas 
Celebrations.   

Lastly, they attended the Kilkenny Music Festival in 
March also and were delighted to be awarded 2nd 
Place in the Sacred Music Competition. 

Lá Glas 
Bhí ceoilchorim againn 
agus bhi an-spoirt ag 
na bpaistí ag canadh 
agus ag seinm ceoil. 
Bhí an banna ceoil ann 
freisin agus bhí siad ar 
fheabhas.

Robin and the 
Sherwood 
Hoodies 

The curtain was 
raised on Robin and 

the Sherwood 
Hoodies and what a 
show it was. We are 

so immensely proud 
of the children and 
their performances 

over the four days. It 
took a lot of hard 

work from the 
children, staff and 

parents over 10 weeks 
to bring the show 

together. Well done to 
all involved and thank you to everyone who 

supported our endeavour.

The School Band  
The band have done great work this year learning 
a total of five songs. They have worked well to 
listen to each other and play together as a band. 
They visited the Day Care Centre at Christmas and 
played in front of a very large audience in our 
school for Lá Glas. They have to be commended 
on their work and practise this year.

Second class enjoyed drumming with Eddie. Here 
they are with some djembes. 

Irish dancing 
We are very lucky to have 
Carmel come to teach us 
Irish dancing. The music 
can be heard throughout 
the school corridors as the 
children practice their 
haon,dó,trí’s every 
Tuesday. 
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